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WHAT DO YOUNG PEOPLE WANT HOPE - FOR AND NEED, WHENTT GOMES T0
OIARTING AN ENTERPRISE TOTAKEON— GLIMATE GHANGE INRURAL BIRAR!

We spoke to young people across 10 districts in Bihar -We listened - We took notes - This is their story

—
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braphic novels
feature young
Women who
start sustainable

enterprises that
solve Climate
bhange and Youth
Unemployment
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(,] et &1 Plé}ll is a large-scale, sustainable

skills-at-school program, delivered in partnership with the
Government of Bihar and IKEA Foundation to young people
from grades 9 to 12 in 1,000 Government Secondary Schools.
The original design was to create and deliver graphic novel
adventures at school with linked research projects to be
completed outside, in the field.

The pandemic closed schools which made our original plan
impossible to deliver because while most of the world went
online, most of the young people we were trying to reach

were offline.

While we made a lot of T.V. that was watched by millions

of young people, we still wanted to find a way to reach them
directly. To this end, we had one more piece in our design that
we hadn’t tried yet: Green Enterprise Internships.

Working with sustainable entrepreneurs, we designed four
internships for students in grade 9. What if, we reasoned, we
opened up these internships across grades 9-12? What if we also
made sure that all internships delivered by the entrepreneurs
taking on climate change, solar engineers, garbage management
leaders, and organic farmers, were delivered outside? Also, what
if we made sure that outside, our teams were present daily with
backpacks of graphic novel adventures for young people to
choose from and an APP to track attendance and

skills outcomes?

Our plan was simple: Go outside. Get outside of yourself.
Change the plan. Deliver it to a school where young people are,

with sustainable entrepreneurs, graphic novels, and an APP.
Outside, we reasoned, was pandemic safe. Outside is where
climate change is happening right now, which means that you
get first-hand experience of what the climate crisis means while
learning about it. Outside is where sustainable entrepreneurs
are trying to create change. Outside is where we have to teach
and reach young people. Outside is where we, together, take on
the biggest challenge of our lives: Climate Change.

‘We traveled across Blhar to listen to their stories. We asked
them questions before and after the program to reveal intriguing
data and insights. If you are interested in what young people
want to l\now about climate change, and the skills they’d like to
learn to take it on, we suggest going outside to read it.

192,616 young people
03913 qirls, 58,703 bous

Learned outside this past year.

YOUTH VOICES/REPORT 2022 |09
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LEARNING HOWTO

uch like the protagonists of Going to School’s graphic
\ / I novels, many young women and men in the green
enterprise internships found themselves at a turning
point. Schools were closed. Whatever plans they'd had for

moving from school to equitable work or sustainable enterprise 2 Pla FEHAT TErTS & @ @ m a;“
of their choice were on hold. The world had fundamentally - ‘_S l fi ART TR TR It o & I & w ]
changed. While they learned outside with sustainable Lt At s e Ator B s The girls visit a small eco-sanitary
entrepreneurs, while they learned hands-on, what it meant s }é: .;_"F'ﬂ' An bco-anitaryfad v pad company in Maharashtra..
to start something new, mid-pandemic, they understood that ' : - G"""‘I""' ")

perhaps at best you cannot only have a tolerance for ambiguity, T e a“i ) Por't let u,e

but even design for it. Design to be surprised. Be dynamic — fi 0 you

enough to change your plans in a moment. Use your
design-thinking skills and keep using them.

In the graphic novel Selfe, an Eco-Sanitary Pad Company, when
twins Ayesha and Alia realise they cannot skip school because
they have their periods (a good reason they thought), they
decide to start their own eco-sanitary pad company so no girl
who had her period had to skip school ever again. They use a
design-thinking process to set up their company. They conduct
market research with the girls in their school, visit other
eco-sanitary pad companies to learn more about the process
and understand that it won't be enough to install a dispenser

in the toilet, that the toilets also have to be clean, have running
water. So, they design for the ‘other’ factor, the human element,
the ambiguity that would have overturned their plan had they
not completed their human-centered design.

o el o 91 6 B ) i v T
FT AT AT W 70T T =R A A T T8 AN
You must study the process of making
eco-sanitary pads and then make a machine
that works best for you.

to make a new life plan?”is the | want to learn skills to be able to make
a new life plan or start a business

question we asked at baseline and
endline. In the end, 66.1 percent
of young people at the endline
compared to 56.3 percent of
young people at the baseline said
‘I want to learn skills to be able N
to make a new life plan or start a
business’, showing a 9.8 percent

increase in aspiration.

After getting a chance to get

their hands dirty, outside, 47.6 RIE
percent of young people (27.5 - ~ Rad 3¢
percent girls, 20.1 percent boys) 2 T &
at the endline, said they have B : 1’ T # w5l 71 9 2! (K
used design-thinking to solve 2 = It's greal
problems at sc'hool, work, or at < ddeh & A h = FE, RIS Our own macbine! field re
home, recording a 16.3 percent What a great idea! how y

increase from the baseline. '~ CEO, Eco-Sanitary Pad Company, Maharashtra

-

| Baseline ~ Endline

(Beginning of the year) (End of the year)
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LEARNING HOW T

" Janvi Kumari, grade 1

recounts the design-thinking steps she’s learned.

“First, you must train in your chosen
sector which you can do by getting
work experience in an internship.

Takelots of notes, as | did. Ask a lot

of questions. Conduct a survey to
undegstand your market. Find outyitiere
youcan arrange adequate capital

start. Finally, with all your research,
make a plan and show it to people.

And yes, have good knowledge of that
particular field. It also helps to know
additional skills like | have learned,
preparing in advance and how to be
courageous in difficult situations

\ \Design Thinking/

SR | —
|
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LEARNING HOWTO
.

Beekeeping entrepreneur Raj Kumar from ‘
has been in the profession for ni ran o

beekeeping internships, each with 2 5 St
He believes,

“Girls can easily start th .
beekeeping buginess i o
at home. 2

sector, so it will helf come.
financially stable.
business is that | friend
takes litt w
functic h anle the
s, | think

8

days are desperate 4"
even people who have e jobs can -

start and maintain a beekeeping business. ‘
Apart from teaching students about

the bees,how to identify, handle an

manage them, and skills

like the honey extraction process, |
~ taugh tunj[_s“m nd )

s and Sc

L} [
qtion

L

L 45
o

"

Raj Kumar

. . }
- I'J""'HP
16 1 YOUTH VOICES/REPORT 2022 ‘ - _' ' A YUUTH'V&JEES/REPURT
' ' T ‘



LEARNING HOW T0
L T

\

‘“\' aveto grve ll][l percent to build

P 10ULCA ?rmr'ang sector, &0 Donot” S
206 begged dewn.l{t]tr e—wastrng‘V -
distractions. Focusony rendgoalr
| Put on our design thrnkrng cap..
Research and know yourr market
in-depth, make anote ef,t_hedrfferent }
gevernmerﬁsubsrdres avarlahe OU |
understand what U 4t you dted LIS
pessrble eehang ou ‘

Prachi Prlya Grade 12, Purnia
' »
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GHANGE
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And now you're going to write your book
and tell 500,000 young women and men

across Bihar about the possibilities
of what they can do.

And that the future
is now and young
women can
do anything.

/'l. X 2\ | v /\I'\

foram qgrrdl g # FEEdiad @ qET @
it §T Wi R g% wes Pt S e
No. 1 5&® fdl #iX 500,000 Far Afeamalt & s
i 3T g8 % R IR B

In 7he Land of Love and Honey, protagonist Jyoti wants to do
anything instead of getting married. She discovers an old
newspaper article about a collective of women that used to run
a honey company and goes back in time. Later, she finds herself
in the present, building a pure honey company once again, this
time through sustainable branding and an online marketplace,
ensuring the honey is pure and creating jobs for young women.

This story motivated Sneha and Neha Suman, two sisters
studying in grade 12 in Patna.

“We started our beekeeping business after
reading the graphic novel The Land of Love and
Honey. Jyoti inspired us to take up the beekeeping
green enterprise internship and start our own
bee farm. Jyoti learned skills to help her start her
own business. The skills we learned during the
internship that we use now are making a plan,
taking a lot of notes, and risk management.”

Privanka writes her bestselling bock on Jyoti and
the pure honey producer company, capturing
the spirit of entrepreneurship of the wormen
beekeepers and inspiring 500,000 young
women to start their own green enterprises. s

b il b | B P e |
&g e AR B aew 4 : ‘

- 1 Back in the village schaal. the strength
~ £ . : - 4 " of the class reduces daily.

37 @,__".- 1‘-/’ v

What causes Climate Change?

When we asked young people in Bihar this question at

the start of the year, we were sure that many of them had
experienced and/or seen climate change around them in
some form, without knowing what it was called. What

we learned was that many young people confused climate
change with seasonal weather changes. For example, one of
the answers we received was that ‘it rains sometimes, then
itis very hot.” Many had not even heard of the term climate
change, not even the Hindi term, STeTaTH ‘Tfﬁ'{cﬁ' |

Get a Plan’s graphic novels feature young women
protagonists who become entrepreneurs starting sustainable
enterprises that solve two challenges: Climate Change and
Youth Unemployment.

In the series of adventures that young people read outside,
provided to them by Going to School teams with giant
backpacks, 7he Land of Love and Honey, The Last Show, and
The Butterfly Effect directly took on climate change.

Sneha & Neha Sﬁman_ ,
et Ul I
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'l amvery happy that both my daughters have learnt so much
about beekeeping and have started their business, even
though it is still on a small scale. They have both become quite
¢ confident, it feels good to see them come into their own like
= “= v this.lwant my girls to stand on their own two feet and be
b :*,,.'; ~ independent and teach other women too.

.-“. »

i) g P
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Anamika Kumari

26 | YOUTH VOICES/REPORT 2022

In 7he Butterfly Effect, Jayamitra, the protagonist, learns
how to run an organic nursery in an internship. She
then sets up a small nursery at home. Her nursery
thrives and grows like a wild jungle. Her plants are so
green that the butterflies begin to visit, one by one,
and then a swarm. Following the trail of butterflies,
everyone in the community comes to visit Jayamitra’s
nursery and begins to understand the power of organic
farming. Though a small step in addressing the big
challenge of climate change, the nursery shows young
people and the community the impact of tangible and
doable collective action on a local level and how small
changes are big.

| chose an organic nursery as my green

&l T &7
The butterflies.. where 2
have they gone?

d & & @ ¥

Why is my mother

alway

= T FafE

f It is Jayamitra

: mﬁwwcﬂ%mm%@h

s falling ill?
= 16 B

GHANGE

enterprise internship because | believe,
to stop climate change, we have to

move from chemical farming to organic
farming. On this internship, we learned
about making organic fertilisers. | am
thinking of starting a business in organic
farming after | finish school,

says Anamika Kumari, grade 10 student

studying in Darbhanga.

3o, @ o
9T A &%
Boy, have the
picked the wr

& g
N wmap?
I'm throwing
Either they ¢
kinds
diseases.

——
e 3 ¥ g 9 § a2
Jayamitra picks up Can y¢
the wilted plants. goons

7 Rt 4 X 3 TE E B
Off to the doctor, again. Her third
& asthma attack this month,
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CLIMATE CHANGE

What effects of climate change
do you see around you?

What things do you see around you that bother you?

Climate change is everywhere.

Baseline Endline

What things would you like to change?

%

Clean drinking water Unclean toilets at school

& [ Irregular weather

0’{ . Bees have disappeared
n Air pollution

¥ [ Cyclones

c . Floods

$85¢ B Migration (everyone is leaving for the city)

-

N
4

Endline
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GHANGE
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Saurabh Kirti
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1

In 7he Last Show, Sameera and Sania’s
father is devastated that his small farm

has failed. His depression has overtaken
him. He stands in their barren field under
the full moon. Sameera is interning at a
local TV news station and is researching
climate change. Meanwhile, Sania thinks
the answer is just a field away, with their
reclusive aunt, a retired Bollywood star who
has countless dogs and cats and goats that
she loves. They try to convince her to do
one last show about how a community can
farm organically together as they assume
that their father will come to see his sister
perform for the last time. Encouraged

by the story to experience sustainability
first-hand, grade 12 student from Gaya
district, Saurabh Kirti completed a 10-day
internship on an organic mushroom farm.

“Along with learning how to grow
mushrooms, | learned how to work in a team,
respect everyone’s opinion and share ideas.

| realised that | regularly witness the effects
of climate change, unseasonal rains, extreme
temperatures, and floods. We all need to
move to organic farming and also ensure
that the vehicles we use do not pollute.”

t

8

r

&>

The editor yells...

T =17

SAMEEER AnnP

= I 92 SUW O W 81 R $ 9.,
R T 3 dH W F A TR T & war
oW a6 @5 dEd Rl & ar g o
| think that's a resignation. What is
with young people? They just cannot
stay focused. All she had to do was
read the weather report. That'’s all!

Sameera pulls Sania’s hand and runs.
2 P A\ -y

o Y= fTmE s T
94 8 9 9§ R T

Now... time to do some field
research in the fields.

E R
wWRA
Hello! M
Why is

What

A el 7 =

People have |
to the ci

i 38 3

The rains :

@ 0 F 3|
Grandmothe
them home
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CLIMATE CHANGE

@ Girls
@ Boys

By the end of the year, we witnessed an What causes climate change?

increase from zero to climate change hero. Human activity
- e b
2
s
AT~
eé AN 1&\
. +16.99% o "
g -
g s
z 5
2 £
£ ~ -~
= 2
o o +8.26%
g +15.6% s '
3
©
8
£ Baseline Endline
=
Baseline Endline
@ Girls

Boys
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GHANGE

osting. | want to get

1 opportunities again. |
1courage more girls to take
hips because it is very

for us. It builds confidence.”

; o , Khusl‘ll Kumc_l’i, Gracle 9, PO.'IfnCl
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Ankit Kull*nar, Grade 11, Jehan

B F
abad "
ﬁfﬁ’ﬁ} 3 -I '. i

| learnt that we should not use
factory-made chemical fertilisers

on our farms. We must not use any
products that have a negative effect
on our health. I learnt about the
importance of making your own organic
compost at home and using only this.
This way, we will help the soil recover
and also take care of our health”

[ & A
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GHANGE

What do you think could
unpredictably change your plans?

‘Floods’, which saw a 5.5 percent increase in selection
by young people at the end of the year and “The effect

of climate change’, which saw a 4.71 percent increase.

Young people also said the biggest threat to India’s

agricultural growth are erratic rainfall, heat waves, and

dry spells.
“Climate change is real”

says grade 9 student from Kishanganj, Tulsi Kumari.

“If we end deforestation and stop using

plastic, we can help protect the environment.

| completed my green enterprise internship in
sustainable products, where I learned how to
make and sell sustainable products which do not
harm the environment. Don't use plastic. Instead,
pursue a business idea that not only solves a

# ’ sustainability challenge for everyone where you
) AN D - live but also creates employment opportunities

for local people,”
she adds.

Tulsi Kumari _ i gy

34
3
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CLIMATE CHANGE

What do you think could unpredictably change your plans?

Will climate change increase or decrease work
opportunities for girls in the future?

Floods

+7% +4.8%
40%
Girls
Baseline Endline
Drought Climate change will decrease work opportunities

for girls in the future

Marriage y
-5.7%

Baseline Endline

Male
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SUSTAINABILITY

The EEIEmEof talking about a

[OTRCoEagi Wit VM) people for which
there are no X words in Hin

It’s not easy to talk about climate change in Hindi with
young people. In English, it has a firm shape, a definition,
even if that definition expands and contracts, debatably
amorphous ~ we are now in the Climate Crisis.

‘What exactly do we want to talk about, what do we mean,
when we ask young people about climate change in rural

Bihar? Global warming (that dated phrase), pollution, plastic,
‘say no to plastic’, no plastic bags. Stock phrases whose exact
meaning of what I, as a young person should do about,
escapes us all. Phrases used in English while speaking Hindi.
Try ‘sustainability.’

Next to impossible to achieve, almost as difficult to explain.
Sustainable + enterprise.

Hard.

Try explaining an organic vegetable delivery service where
leafy greens come wrapped in plastic.

We took the ‘sustainable” approach on communicating
about the climate crisis with young people. We decided it
was everything. Everything was interconnected. We are

w o } A ER 7 T R

You can make organic compost
from our paper. o

Deep, CEQ, Cleancy

441 YOUTH VOIGES/REPORT 2022

T AN A R R

This is it. | think we will find some solutions

% & T 3B e 1 w2
This is a huge learning opportunity.

This is fascinating!

all part of the cycle of ‘everything’. It’s up to us, no rather,
you. You go first, make different choices, design different
solutions. And while it is just you to begin with, in the larger
aspirational cycle of starting a sustainable enterprise, if you
include enough people, and make your cyclical enterprise
just wide enough, you’ll start to change things sustainably.
You'll no longer be alone because you’ll be impacting a lot of
people. You'll make a grab at the big one: Climate Change.
We argue, positively, you can begin anywhere.

Take a look at traditional art for instance. Madhubani
painting, from Madhubani, Bihar, using organic colours;
paintings made by women were originally about women in
new leadership roles, entrepreneurs protecting the

environment. Sounds like the heroes we need for the time
we're in, an ancient, now modern story of sustainability and
Climate Action with women in new roles.

In the graphic novel, 7ke Golden Rule, Zeenat, Kavita and
their friends paint trees with Madhubani art to stop the
municipality from cutting them down. With a small taste of
success, they decide to try some more actions — they clean
up the ponds where they live. They notice the garbage they
collect is plastic and packaging materials. Which gives them
an idea: start a sustainable packaging company, designed with
Madhubani art, is organic, biodegradable, replaces plastic and
creates a lot of jobs for women.

teic s Rt pe
feal & Ua fm
aren e 4

Food will be
packed in these
recycled paper
boxes that are

embedded

with seeds...

.o Tesl @t 9 # wew fedt & @ Rar e

| ..which are later torn into pieces and planted into the soil.

Tl T o el @
WY FW F A A I g 2

The girls rush to Kavita's father’s
bakery with boxes they make
from seed paper.

\‘ T F e el § fe e

3 e 3w & T 9 F

. This paper will then decompose,
| =“  inthe soil and new plants wil
grow from the seeds.

S
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SUSTAINABILITY

Sustainability, Technology, and Climate Change are becoming Girls also showed an increased understanding of sustainability
buzzwords for young women in Bihar. And, like the young processes. For example, 37 percent girls at the endline

heroes of the graphic novels, they’re exchanging ideas on how compared to 27 percent at the baseline, showing a 10 percent
they can keep their ponds clean. 57.91 percent girls said they increase, said that they understood that organic waste is the
want to get work experience or learn skills doing an internship appropriate ingredient for biomass fuel.

with a green enterprise.

(26.1% girls)

- The top component students say they
(32% girls) will include when writing a business
plan for a garbage recycling business

. Baseline
& Endiine

Climate Change provides

opportunities to change and
innovate sustainable practices

Endline

Baseline

Climate Change and Sustainability

If they had to choose a
sustainable enterprise
to start...

The other two components they will include
are market research and a one year
business cashflow
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SUSTAINABILITY

| believe that the only way to overcome

the plastic problem is to ban all new plastic
production. We need to re-use the plastic we
have at home and explore plastic alternatives
like recycled, tree-free paper or bamboo,”

says Muskaan Kumari, grade 9 student
from Patna.

Muskaan Kumari
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SUSTAINABILITY

“We're cutting down too many trees, especially

for firewood. We have to stop it and instead use
other means of cooking. We need to plant more
trees and each of us living near the trees must

be responsible for its maintenance,” emphasises

_ . Aryan Kumar.
“ v Savita Kumari, grade 9 student from

Darbhanga, says,

“The recycling internship | did
helped me realise that to save our
environment, we must stop using
plastic. | learnt to make pen stands,
paper bags, and other sustain

ﬁruducts using recyclec

b

~— -

v -

Savita Kumari
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SUSTAINABILITY
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Chitranjan S beekeepmg entrepreneur
from Gaya, has e1g[1t years of experience in
the business. He ran a 10-day beekeeping
internship with 40 students and taught them
public speaking andlentrepreneurlal skills,

along with beekeepmg skalls.

‘Beekeeping is a practlce that
young people can easily take up as
a lucrative careerlin sustainability.

ﬂl know of many others in this fieldy

. who own small he farms and have
managed to make-, In annual profit
of four to five lak ‘[upees. This

shows how fruitful ’E'sustainable skills
can be.You can ac [eve plentg ]
success in this ﬁel nd| urge more

Youth to take up b EKeeping-Su -

!

Chitranjan Kumar
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SUSTAINABILITY

‘If you really want girls to achieve,
study, start their own businesses, then
you have to actually support us. | want
tolet every girl know, whether she is a
teenager, a child or a widow, that if she
really wants to do something, there

Is nothing to be afraid of. Al it takes

Is courage. If [ can do it, you can do it
Don't people always say, God helps
those who help themselves?”

.........

Nysha, Grade IQ, Darbhanga

o -
’ X

E

12022 | 55.
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FOCUS ON

adolescent girls in India dropped out of

I t's been reported that 10 million

school because of the pandemic.

%)

Girls were left ou Venbefgrethe

~ pandemic. Now, as we try to get t them back
: ﬂ chool, 1t s hﬂer than ever.

;r:-.,. ckdown severely

my studies. Asitis,

¥ lot of challenges if

| wanﬁe study — we get

little to no support from our

'-[a%nd people in the village
misunderstand girls. | was unable

'.gmpe WIth onlme education.

98 1 YOUTH VOICES/REPORT 2022

haefared better,’

says Diya Kumari, grade 9 student

from Kishangan;.

Get a Plan is designed for girls. We've always
worked to put girls at the centre of their own
stories. In our stories, they are start-up problem-
solving entrepreneurs.

Graphic novels feature many a young woman
hero-protagonist, identifying problems that
affect many people where she lives. Designing
a solution and leading a team, she starts a
sustainable enterprise to solve for Climate
Change, creates jobs and solves the problem for
a lot of people.

Our stories show girls and young women in
pioneering, enterprising, leadership positions. -
Green enterprise internships led by young
women gave girls and boys a chance to see
women entrepreneurs in action in new sectors:
solar, biogas, sustainable packaging, organic
farming, beekeeping, and recycling.

R e =
g -
=t (o e P — r b

P o
= o
Ay . e e

Diya Kumari
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FOCUS ON

The most important thing that needs to change to enable

more young women to work outside of their

home is safetv for women.
23.4% 16.8%
Girls Boys
\
L4

Endline (+11.4%)

Why should a young woman choose to work
after she completes school?

She has financial

She becomes

She can take care

freedom to decide independent of her parents
her path and strong
Girls Boys Girls Boys
16.03% 10.56% 7.01% 5.48% ;
Girls Boys
13.03% 8.84%
Baseline (26.59%) Baseline (12.50%) Baseline (21.87%)
Girls Boys Girls Boys
0, 0, 0
19.16% 14.05% 8.78% 5.82% Girls Boys
9.84% 6.5%
Endline (33.18%) Endline (14.63%) Endline (16.35%)

62 | YOUTH VOICES/REPORT 2022

50.85% +13.97%
49.89%

Baseline

Girls

bet a Planhas alot of Goals

One of them is to ensure girls’ retention in school to help

her make the transition from school to equitable work or
sustainable enterprise of her choice. 33.9 percent of girls at the
endline compared to 26.7 percent of girls at the baseline said
they plan to get work or do an internship in the next 12 months.

64.46%

63.86%

+13.61%

Endline

Boys

ochoalto Work or
Enterprise fransition

At the end of the year, the percentage of girls who recorded an
improvement in skills to negotiate barriers to women’s labour
force participation increased by 13.97 percent, rising from
49.89 percent at the baseline to 63.86 percent at the endline.
Boys refused to be left behind, showing an improvement of
13.61 percent, going from 50.85 percent at the baseline to 64.46
percent at the endline.
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17%
Endline (+9.2%)
o ®
They would like to become They would like to explore the They would research or train
problem-solving entrepreneurs sustainable enterprises they themselves in a particular sector or
who take on climate change and can join to learn new skills and field to either intem to learn more
create jobs for a lot of people decide if they want to pursue this. and apply for a job or become a
when asked what risk they would problem-solving entrepreneur.

take on to solve a problem.

What would they self-teach
or train for?

Organic Farming Skills to become
Lawyers

64 1 YOUTH VOICES/REPORT 2022

“Whatever it is, | will do it myself.
I won't rely on a course or other
people for my career and future.

I'll make it,” they said.

Coders Solar
entrepreneurs

Women in
~.New Work Roles_-

But risk, they say, is nothing but another way to learn how to
change the world.

For hands-on work experience and to learn how a renewable
energy business is run, the green enterprise internships
became the go-to place for many months for young women
(and men!).

“Only if girls move outside can we learn something
new. That is why girls like me are lucky to be able to
come to these green enterprise internships. We get
the opportunity to fulfill our dreams,”

points out Shweta Kumari, grade 9 student from Gaya.

Which jobs are women unable to
do that can be done by men?

Shweta Kumari

“Women can do any job that a man can,” say young people
in rural India. While 32.5 percent of young people (19.1
percent girls, 13.4 percent boys) at the baseline had this
opinion, it increased to 37.6 percent (22 percent girls, 15.5
percent boys) at the endline.

Sapna Kumari Jha, grade 11 student from Kishanganj who
completed a green enterprise internship in an organic nursery,
says that for her, stability and security in life are synonymous
with her career ambitions.

“Security and stability are odd things. When |
complete grade 12, [ will start my own business and
when it's going well, it's profitable, only then will |
feel that | am stable in life. After | complete grade
12, [want to start my own business, perhaps [1l even
open an organic nursery where [l create jobs for
other people to work with me.”
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"Ever since Aryan started attending the Get a Plan
program, his understanding of climate change and
clean energy has increased. He is also more curious and
IS constantly researching or enquiring about things.
There are many children like Aryan Kumar, especially
girls, who are from the Seemanchal region who do not
have access to this kind of knowledge about global
warming or climate change, which is a very important
topic today. Children are not aware of it and how they
can make their career in it. | feel your organisation
should reach all students, not just in Purnia or Bihar but
around the country because such a training program
that is free of cost is needed.”

Deepak Kumar, Shweta Kumdri's Teacher, Gaya
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Sapna Kumari Jha
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The circuits

are fixed! 4 Copper bottom

: for energy =
B efficiency, fixed! SIS
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The girls and boys also learn the joys of actioning and prototyping their entrepreneurial ideas!

. " V TR
R WA e ot e

Time to test
our prototype!

"Qur electric cooker is ready!"

qife ool e & =l ot @1
But the lights go out again!

T R Rl A
T F FS q FIH &

There has to be a way to
solve this unreliable
electricity problem...

B T FH 5 IR
3 & gt 3 9w !
In our excitement to do

something new, we forgot

about the problems!

The nex
the kids
for a she
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Clean tnergy Enterprises, @
solution

In the graphic novel Powered by the Sun, a
group of young women work together with
other women engineers to set up a solar
power grid that will light up their village

‘despite the annual flood that always knocks
out the electricity. Aditi and her team are
mentored by a professor and woman solar
engineer to help transform their village and
restore the local economy.

“I completed my green enterprise internship

in another renewable energy source, solar.
Now, I want to learn more about solar

energy and find a job in this field,”

72 1 YOUTH VOICES/REPORT 2022

adds Diya Kumari from Kishangan;.

For Harsha, grade 10 student from
Kishanganj, securing a chance to complete a
solar installation internship was exciting and
eye-opening,.

"l learned how and from where light
originates, how to ‘capture’it, and many
other aspects of the solar sector. It is so
important to start a business or do a job
that thinks about how it is impacting

the environment
she says.

Harsha
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Aman Kumar

Darkness, as someone once told protagonist

Tara in the graphic novel 7ara Finds a Light, is the

absence of light. In the stor}‘r, Tara, an 18-year- | ARTA §T‘.ﬁ' 78 Dorft &Y o
old student from Patna, decides to research ; t_
solutions and learn skills to solve the problem EM’ nnd5 a i"y‘"

of erratic, unreliable electricity in her village.
Along with her team, she researches how to
make a biomass gasifier from rice and farm waste
without using too much diesel. She creates a
prototype and convinces a local businessman

to invest in the business and farmers to provide
farm waste for the venture.

“Tara inspired me to be strong and pursue what
I want to do in life,” says Diya Kumari.

Tara also inspires Aman Kumar, grade 9 student

from Darbhanga.

“She works hard to bring regular
electricity to her village against all
odds. This taught me that you should
do exactly what you have decided to
do, no matter the challenges

or outcomes,”

he says. o 8 T A A (0 A A ) 6 R T T Y, 9, T,
e 578 3 s, o A R AR

Aditi, Revati, Shagufta, their friend Manjari and the villagers are rescued
by the women of the NDRF {National Disaster Response Force).

M i gl
= 39 Bl R @ il

The boat is too fulll The
water current is too fast!

We're going to capsize!
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Aarti Kumari is an entrepreneur who has WUTk Mang Students t[]ld me theg

been running her solar installation business

in Bhagwati village in Gaya since 2018. She m t[] Start weu’ own S[]Iar panEI
ran four solar installation green enterprise -

internships, each with 30 students lasting 10 busmess SOlar pan9|3 Can Work m
for a total of 120 students over 40 days. ang Gllmate, I‘FFES[EC’[I\IE Of G"mate

amed about solar. | change They donars -
gy, | feel reliable source of electricity com

everyone got a good understan to current, unclean sources.
what solar panels are and how they

i ¥ . !

‘ y : J "‘"5.:_ ; k™

| | Aarti Kumari 8 ; s WAV ™
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Apro.ji’co., Grade 10, Muzaffarpur
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" believe women can do anything. They
can even start their own businesses.

~ Doing business is good. We should step

out of our homes and do something.
Only then can we be inspired by people
who are doing something different and
go forward and inspire others.

Y[]UTH%IDES/REP[]RT m2im
L3
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Atul Kumar, a biogas, waste management
and drip irrigation entrepreneur based

mn Patna, set up his enterprlse two years_‘

ago. He ran four waste management
internships of 10 days each with a total of
130 students.

‘In my opnion, waste
management.is going to be a
Nuge sector in the coming years,”

e says, adding

‘It can generate lakhs of jobs.
We have beenable to reach
.thuusands of people throughy,
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¥

these green enterprise
internsmgouteach
one student and m‘a_k,e them
understand, they automatically
motivate ten more people where

they live. Du I]unnwntemshlps , -
students learntabout climate
change, biogas, the waste )
management process, thedrip.
irigation process, marketing, -
brandlng and market needs.

Atul Kumar

"
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Women at Work

When it comes to gender attitudes, both young women and
men said that it is important for young women to be paid on

par with men for the same piece of work to ensure their equal

participation in the workforce.

We asked ‘Do you think girls’ equal participation in work with

equal pay is required to make a fair society?’

A healthy 60.1 percent (35.14 percent girls, 24.94 percent boys)
answered ‘Yes’ at the endline compared to only 44.1 percent
(25.75 percent girls, 18.37 percent boys ) at the baseline, showing
an almost 16 percent positive change in attitude.

Girls' equal participation in work with equal pay
RIS is required to make a fair society.

But Jyoti doesn't answer
the phone.

A I TR B B E

mily keeps trying to call her.

T
_ e & w1 &

Everyone is worried
about Jyoti.
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ﬁaunak Raj } 4-,

Grade 10 student Raunak Raj from Patna is happy to let us
know that he is inspired by a young woman.

“Jyoti, the hero-sustainable adventurer from the
graphic novel The Land of Love and Honey taught
me the need to keep my spirits high and never give
up on my dreams. She taught me about climate

FUCUS ON

change and the need for more entrepreneurs
to start sustainable enterprises. After |
complete my studies. | want to become an
entrepreneur like Jyoti and contribute towards

saving the environment,’
he says.
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| Priya, grade 11 student from Putfia

district believesicommunication is key to a
girl’s success# ‘. &
“Girls can create opportunities for

themselves if they have.the potentlal
o reach out to people. So claLngedla
IS a good platform to advertise
andﬁnanclallgsupportgourself b s
"bgworkmgp —tlmetosetupa ¢

business ofg DN,
she say:

=

- 4.
- -
’-

L -
i .-:.:

- ™ ‘1-\_-' ,‘
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: rmrfd fromit, the beneﬁts of using orgamc fertiliser. She
" also gaveme a book to read The Last Show, | was very inspired
i aﬂerfreadlng this book. This is a good program for girls. | hope
nfy cthpp.nd time with Payal and are insp |red by her”
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should Girls Delay Marriage
tootart Theirsustainable
Enterprise or Get a Job?

A total of 43.3 percent young people at the baseline
(25.7 percent girls, 17.6 percent boys) compared to 57.5
percent at the endline (33.1 percent girls, 24.4 percent
boys) answered ‘Yes’ to this question, recording a total
increase of 14.2 percent. Comparatively, 29.7 percent
young people at the baseline (17.2 percent girls, 12.5
percent boys) and 26 percent at the endline (15.6
percent girls, 10.4 percent boys) said ‘Not at all.

In our graphic novels, young hero-protagonists do
everything they can to start a business to avoid getting
married. They get up to a lot of mischief, proving
their worth to avoid child marriage. Our heroes focus
on finding a problem to solve, start a sustainable
enterprise to solve the problem, impact a lot of people
and then, as they are going great guns, when the
question of marriage inevitably comes up, the young
hero asks for more time to make an impact and by this
time, she has the community’s support too, to focus
on her problem-solving enterprise.

Whoa. All of that just to avoid getting married.

In the graphic novel 7he Last Show, hero-protagonist
Sameera is introduced by her parents to prospective
groom Adil. He is impressed by her weather reports
on TV but she storms away from the meeting, refusing
to be married right away. Later, after Sameera shows
the village farmers how they can switch to organic
farming and that it is the solution to climate change,
Adil tells her he too doesn't want to get married now
nor does he want her to. In fact, he wants to work
with her on her climate change project.
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Abdul, the play convinced
us. You were right!

.__‘._{" & o WS e B T AT Am IR THE
| T A B o @) SN % BT BRT
We will have to think of a brand
name and register it. We have to stop using |
inorganic fertilisers.

ilm@mﬁ :

% R = T

| It will take time for
things to change...

&AM A ¢ EH
ik F Fr g1 gwa 27

What can you
tell us about the

new plan?

T 9 2, ol e
Well, it's both an old
plan and a new one

A few days later...

T T =,
ar & o M

Hurry up Sameeral
They are here.

I

i But they already have

il !
& S Bt B AR
We have to shift to
organic farming.

Nandu chacha!

a e
o Haws 41 27
What's the point in

% meeting them now?
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Even | don't want to. | want ta Suppor
in this new organic farming idea!

e 53
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Adil, | don't want to get
married right now.

e B I
e 3 fog
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g & THE ST
iy & &Q You've proved mar
_{ \ \ isn't the only wa
l[ \ secure a girl's fut

/ rh -l:l” ) | respect that

il i\
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We just want to ensure that
all girls get to complete
grade 12. Get a chance
to intern, or even work

outside if they
want to.

i g W g @ B

Adil is not so bad after all. | '_

&, o9 o a1 g 7 AR

Until they want to.

o W WS g T 9
T M TR B TEE T

And they do not need to
marry. Until they want to.
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Palak Singh

Palak Singh, grade 10 student from

Muzaffarpur, says,

"Girls face a lot of problems. Fem
Insist that if a girl has passed

lgﬂd.has gained enough knowledge,
thentis time s% married. S
Everyone in societt Taces the ™
consequences of this way of thinking.

If | start abusiness and progress,

people should not create obstacles in

my path. Progress may be slow but we

should not stop or be asked to stop.”

Women at work in new roles / Skills to negotiate
barriers to women's labour force participation.

Girls should delay marriage to start their
sustainable enterprise or get a job.

25:7% a3 17-6% 33:1% 575 24.4%
Girls Boys Girls Boys
Baseline 14.2% increase | Endline

7

-

' 62.4% |

Cara% |
Baseline Endline
If their friend was getting married right now, young people said they would

ask them to reconsider, think about their career first, focus on continuing
their studies so they can get better job opportunities.

A young woman should get married between 21 - 25 yrs of age.

Girls should get married before 18.

e

Endline

7

Women should have a child between the ages...

i

49.9%

®

Before 18 Yrs 18 - 20 Yrs 21 -25Yrs After 25 Yrs
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The girls diligently wake up at five am
every day.

fFt 3 o &t T #e &
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..and stretch and warm up.

S A 4 W I 9

Their mothers help them at
each turn.
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Every morning, they

run five kilometres.

g W e &
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They climb trees. .:.

Oh! The girls? They've

asfral? 2 e T ¥

gone for tuitions.

Komal Kumari

From gchool to Equitable Work
or Enterprise of Choice

The power of young people is in their potential to change the
world. We designed our program to help young people figure
out the career path they would like to choose, whether that was
getting a job or starting their enterprise.

Graphic novels, telling the stories of young women and men
hero-protagonists and their team of young entrepreneurs,
design-thinkers and problem-solvers, helped teach young
people in grades 9-12 entrepreneurial and life skills they need to
make the transition from school to work or enterprise of

their choice.

If Fierce Was a Number it Would be Four is the story of three girls,
three friends who convince their parents to allow them to learn
self-defence and train to join the police force instead of getting
married. This inspired Komal Kumari, grade 11 student from
Kishanganj, who says,

‘| dream to become an IPS officer in the future.”

In Riva’ Barefoot Adventures, Riva and her friends love to play
football and must overcome many barriers to convince their
folks to allow them to play the great game and become sports
coaches. Laxmi Kumari Jha, grade 9 student from
Kishanganj, says,

“Riva loves to play football but is discouraged
by her parents because, in her village, girls are
not permitted to play football. Riva doesn't give
up. She inspires me. | too can do what [ want,
play foothall if  want, because you cannot
differentiate between girls and boys.”
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Riva! What do
you think
you're doing?

'ﬁ";{‘ll
9 e 9 T B
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| like football so much. Thats

why | am just doodling my
favourite footballers' pictures.

Laxmi Kumari Jha
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m, Saba finds her life’s
hcare sector as a ward team
hospital even as she navigates
school and her unclear plans.
Kumar, grade 11 student from Purnia,

spired by her story.

pally like First, 0o No Harm
because it teaches me that m
capable of doing a lot more, along

LIFE PLAN

| & B Prar @A w3 _ ﬁ"ﬁ" @ Faiad
The same day at the office District Health Office

of the District Health Officer

Soon...

To,

“The District Health Officer,

The people in the villa

require 2 vorking Pria:

Hﬂl\'kw thb\?*kﬂ-\t “_j
iprnent list enclosed. This

vill qreatly benefit our

Lojr ‘j

mmunﬂj Please consider
our '.\thz!'\on for the same
Thank ? SLRL] @
T -
Now we

here. Nc

e e ga o &

Ma'am, you have a parcel from . 3
the District Health Office.

b v ey

M B!
Tl Sl
Wow, that's
= quite fast.

Looks like our
hard work [ || “_

paid off..
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Talking about the impact of completing an
internship, Adhiraj Kumar, grade 9 student
from Patna, says,

“After completing my green
enterprise internship, | was inspired
to start my own mushroom
cultivation business. During the
Internship, | learnt a lot about
mushroom farming and how to
market and sell the product. By o 2w
simply learning the basics, you can &
start mushroom cultivation and
earn a living, while continuing your

studies without disturbance. This

business requires very little time and

can be done in your own home for

starters, so the initial investment is

also minimum.” Adhiraj Kumar
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Developed career plans

Baseline

Endline
(+30%)

If it was upto you and you could do anything after grade 12,
what would you do?

B | would sign up for a green enterprise internship with a local sustainable
entrepreneur to learn the business and see if | can do it too - organic farming,

solar, biomass, biogas, garbage.
[ Start a green enterprise that solves climate change and creates jobs for young people.

Want to start ? for-profit B I'd go to college to study further.
green enterprise

. Want to start a not-for-profit enterprise

Want to start a for-profit enterprise that
is not necessarily keeping climate
change in mind
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) B e A
P Premchand Kumqr

Premchand Kumar, a mushroom fa .ﬁi
entrepreneur from Gaya, has bee “u -",.-

[\
C 1 :"'a’
# N i

60 students in total. Apart fro -m? 0

business for the last four years He
two green internships over 20 day,

students the basics of mushroom farming, he
also taught them public speaking and otherx

entrepreneurial skills.

“Green enterprise internships are A
~ a good path for young peaple, 1.
especially those \Mho are not finding fss
success in other aenues. | started §
cultivating organlc mushrooms in® %
2018 and have not looked back Since.
| first thought of starting something
on my own after | completed my
university studies because people
had slowly started moving towards
organic farming by then. Like me,
young people can also start their &
own businesses and be successful, s _'

4
>

Overall, 52.62 percent of girls at the endline compared to studying further to help realise their career goals.

40.65 percent at the baseline, and 53.58 percent of boys at the “I met some really good people on the green enterprise
endline compared to 41.24 percent boys at the baseline showed internships who have inspired and helped me improve my
a positive change in attitude and aspiration towards getting a job communication skills. I want to learn more about how to
or starting their enterprise and careers after school, recording a improve my communication. I have a business plan that
12.16 percent combined overall increase. includes creating jobs for people,” says Aryan Kumar.

A lot of young people also reported that they want to consider

106 | YOUTH VOICES/REPORT 2022 YOUTH VOICES/REPORT 2022 1107



NEWLIFE PLAN

3

oy

108 | YOUTH VOICES/REPORT 2022

Graphic novel ad lall over the
map when it comé

to get women to new caree

sectors, from learning how to drive
managing large-scale waste compan

tricky logistics, where everything ge

power cuts, missed trains, and colle

that literally miss the bus. When

are not complicating matters (it’s never
straightforward to be an entrepreneur),
graphic novels take us step-by-step throug
bullet journals showing how young women
can help fight climate change by starting
new sustainable enterprises in the sectors

of organic farming, beekeeping, recycling,
waste management, sustainable packag.i_ng
and renewable energy (solar, biomass and
biogas). Young people told us it wasn’t just
one source, graphic novels, that taught them
what they needed to know to start a business.
It was also from the hands-on green enterpri
internships. Pooja Kumari, grade

from Darbhanga, says,

: YOUTH

I meeting other girls on the
ternships, | realised that it is not
Ifficult for us to do because we

- gan pursue it easily even if we
study from home. | completed my
internship in an organic nursery.

care of mushrooms to the method
of preparing the seeds and making
compost, we were taught every
aspect of the business.”
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start it | ;
advantage of doing this is you will
help the unemployed get a job and
become financially independent. And
then you can help everyone switch
to solar energy. | want to pitch to my
village and other villages too that
making a one-time investment in solar
will last for a very long time and your
electricity bills will reduce. Save the
environment and create employment!”

Nisha, Grade 12, Muzaffarpur
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“What must young people do to be

independent? | completed an organic

nursery green enterprise internship

and learnt a lot of skills. ['ve decided

that after completing grade 12, | want

to start my own solar energy shop

and provide solar energy to as many

people as possible. Using regular -
electricity causes pollution. Solar will
fix that problem.”

.
- A

el

Aryan Raj, Grade 9, Muzaffarpur
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“Girls can learn skills better than boys. For
——
me, success means to not stop. When |
complete my education, | will become a
sustainable entrepreneur So | can bring
glory to my country, my parents, my
community and my school.

Sakshi Kumari, Grade 12, Kishanganj
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